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T: what is your background?
G: My background is in graphic design, I ran my own
design house come sign makers for a while then got a
gig with British Airways designing stuff for their global
campaigns, that got me around the world a bit and
introduced me to the states

T: how did you get started?
G: I have always been a petrol head and a rockabilly so
50’s hotrods and kustoms were always my thing. And
being an artist stuff like flames, scallops and pinstriping
caught my imagination, so I started to ruin my own cars
then other peoples then I got quite good at it.

T: who are your influences?
G: The obvious ones are Roth and Von Dutch like every
striper but there are a few other people that got me fired
up for one reason or another. Like the guy who done
the cartoons at the top of the pages in Hot Car in the
70’s or the first time I saw Fat Frogs work.

But the most influential striper in my life has to be Coop
Cooper. I met him in Daytona and started talking to him
about striping and stuff. At that point I classed myself as
someone that could stripe a bit, after showing him my
work, he convinced me I was a pinstriper and not just
someone that can stripe (there is a big difference). That
was the confidence boost I needed and I have never
looked back. Thanks Coop
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T: what is your favourite kind of job and why?
G: I like to do late 50’s /early 60’s striping it flows better
than the earlier stuff and you can use a larger colour
pallet, recently I have started doing wood cut outs
(Ratfink, Hotstuff, Lady luck, that sort of thing) and I’m
really enjoying that.

T: what are your ambitions?
G: I want to stripe in Vegas, We are going there in April
to get married at VLV, so hopefully I can arrange a gig
then, I am trying to open a Tattoo studio, and generally
just to get as good as I can be at whatever I do

T: do you have any advice for budding stripers?
G: Yep don’t expect to get rich!!! be fair with your
pricing and practice, practice, practice. You won’t be
Von Dutch overnight

T: and a last word of wisdom.
G: Stay cool, it’s only striping. If you cock it up wipe it
off if you keep cocking it up, wipe it off and walk away,
Tomorrow’s another day. Some days the paint just
won’t go where you want it, but other days the stripes
just fall out of the brush and that’s the days when you
know why you are a striper

_________________________________________________

Have a Happy and Safe Xmas
– until 2006 ….. Kris & Lyn


